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Product Express

The answer is : Yes.

long with the growing application of techmology

in rehabilitation field in this era, the elderly, the
physically handicapped, and the memtally retarded, have
started to engage in teh use of computer which can also
facilitate their integration into the society.

In the past, not many disabled persons have the
opportunity to use personal computers because many of them
have difficulties in using the keyboard which deny their
access to computer. Now, by means of a Programmable
Keypad, they can use simple input devices such as a pad
switch, to replace the function of a keyboard.

A programmable keypad consists of two major
components (Figure 1) , they are as follows:

1. Keyboard Input Simulation Setup (KISS) knob; and
2. Input Device Adaptor (Adaptor).

How to use a Programmable Keypad?

Step 1: Detach the connection of keyboard from the CPU
(Figure 2).

Step 2: Connect the programmable keypad between the
keyboard and the CPU (Figure 3).

Step 3: Switch on the KISS Knob ‘Setup’ button by
pressing down the Setup Button to switch on tHe
red light (Figure 4).

Step 4: When the red light is on, and, when the émacroi
issetat ‘1’ ;
i) Press the selected button (eg. ‘Space’) on the
KISS Knob (Figure 5);

ii) While keeping the above button pressed, press
the relevant key (the one which is written as a
response to the software) on the keyboard
(Figure 5). '

Figure 8 [&/\

Figure 7 [E+t

= Can Pad Switches replace keyboards?

Step 5: Connect the input device (eg. a pad switch) to
the Input Device Adaptor (Figure 6) .

Step 6: Now, you can start to use the pad switch (an
input device which requires less motor skills than
a keyboard) to perform the computer input
(Figure 7 & 8) .

You can repeat step 3, 4 and 5 to connect additional
input devices to the Input Device Adaptor.

Depending on the content design of your computer
software program, a maximum of 10 input devices can be
connected to the Programmable Keypad which provides a
more simple means for input. This can help the mentally
and physically handicapped persons to use the computer for
entertainment, learning and training activities.

Figure 4
i 9
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EMV Activities
Birthday Parties

wo birthday parties were organized by our Home Care

Teams in June and July. More than 30 service users
celebrated their birthday in these joyful parties. In the future,
birthday parties will be organised on regular basis and
various types of recreational activities will also be arranged.
Such social gatherings can help the elderly to keep in contact
with each other and develop mutual support amongst them.
Individual or corporate donation of birthday gifts to the
elderly is welcome. Interested parties please call 2776 8569
for details.

B The elderly had a good time in the birthday party.
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Il Due to the limited spacing, some columns may only Il
| be published in Chinese. We apologize for any
inconvenience caused.

Home Care Service

Training Courses for our Home
Helpers and Health Assistants

With a view to enhance the skills and understanding of
the service users, monthly staff development courses
were organized. Nurses, doctors and occupational therapists
are invited to instruct these programs. Through these
programs, the home helpers and health assistants can acquire
relevant knowledge and skills which then upgrade the quality
of services rendered to the service users. During these
programs, the participants were very attentive. They are very
eager to suggest topics to meet future developmental needs.
The participants cherished the opportunity to learn. In the
future, we will try to arrange training programs of different
kinds to suit their needs.

J 3 '«r"‘ g
4 ’ " é . [
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’ » i |
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B Home helpers and health assistants were learning the method

to guide and lead the blind service users when they were going

out.

ZF] 247 EMYV Bulletin for You
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Please fill in the form and mail to EMV, 207-212, Podium Floor, Block 44, Shep Kip Mei Estate. Kowloon.

O AAFGLMAR G FE T

O AABEERS
(XFHRER "EMV , )

XRFEETIE

% % Name :

% 2% Occupation :

i ik Address :

[J I want to join your Association as a volunteer.

[] I wish to donate $ for supporting your Association
(the bearer of the cheque is EEM Vi)

4 Al Sex :

&5 Telno.:

AE R BB AR SRS - A RT3 S Mg -

EMV is a registered charitable organization. All donation to us is tax deductible.
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15th Annual
General Meeting

EMV News

Date: 4 November, 2000 (Sat)

Time: 2:30pm

Venue: Conference Room of Mariner’s Club
3/F 11 Middle Road
Tsim Sha Tsui
Kowloon

Tea Gathering for members and volunteers will be held
after business meeting. For those who would like to join,
please call Ms Tsang at 2776 8569 for reservation.

* * * * *

Seminars on I-Net
for People
with Mental Handicap

More than 30 rehabilitation workers from different

organizations joined our seminars on [-Net
(Interactive Net for Mentally Handicapped Persons) which
were organized on July 7 and 14, 2000 respectively. During
the seminars, the objectives of I-Net and its content were
introduced to the participants. On the occasion, participants
were also invited to share their views and experience of
computer training for the mentally handicapped persons.
Their valuable comments can help us to develop the system.
It is hoped the I-Net will commence operation by the end of
2000. By then, further training programs and seminars on
the I-Net will be organized so that more rehabilitation workers
can utilise this system in the education and training of the
mentally handicapped persons.

B We have organized two sessions to introduce our éInteractive
Net for Mentally Retarded Clients’.

Oréentation for
Vew Volunteens

hirty volunteers joined our orientation programs held

on May 17 and July 26 this year. Followed by a warm
up game that helped the new volunteers to become acquaint
with each other, a video introducing the background of our
association as well as the scope of our services was played.
Later, theywere given a guided tour around our office during
which some of the rehabilitation devices fabricated for
disabled persons were demonstrated to them. Finally, they
were asked to complete a quiz to test out their understanding
of our association. At the end of the program, volunteers
were invited to serve in our various services in accordance
with their preference and interest.

B New volunteers were choosing appropriate services to join

accourding to their skills and interests.

New Colleague

s Ma Lai Fun, Phoebe, has joined our association as

Occupational Therapist. She is mainly responsible
for the development of the I-Net and the Community
Occupational Therapy (COT) service.

O ur Home Care Service needs a number of wheelchairs
for the needy elderly. Donation of used wheelchairs
is welcome. Please contact 2776 8569 for details.

P.7 Social Servicing is Our Object, Professional Volunteering is Our Way
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EMYV Focus

‘ N ] ith the growing popularity in the utilisation of
computers, more and more disabled persons use their

own personal computers to learn, work and manage their
daily lives. In addition to the handling of word processing
tasks, computer application can also enhance the
competitiveness of disabled persons in job hunting.
Furthermore, access to the Internet has enabled them to keep
abreast of the world and communicate with others through
email system. However, disabled persons might encounter
difficulties in the access to computers. With a view to solve
their problem, our Association has launched the éComputer
Aids Services for the Disabledi (CASD).

Obijectives:

To design, manufacture, install and repair computer aided
equipment for the disabled, and enabling them to have a
good command of computer as well as its supporting
equipment.

Scope of Service:

1. Design and Fabrication of Computer Aids

Prior to the design and fabrication of the tailor made
computer aids for disabled persons, our occupational
therapist will undertake a detailed assessment on the
disabled user’s specific requirements. For special cases,
our staff and volunteers can install the equipment and
provide on spot demonstration of the application of such
equipment at his/her home or workplace. Modifications
can be made in accordance to their needs and taken into
consideration their physical environment. Currently,

IERERAEL I i F
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Computer Aids Services
for the Disabled

among those products subscribed by rehabilitation
organizations, the most popular items are keyboard
simulator, keyboard guard and scanning keyboard etc..

2. Computer Maintenance

Apart from application setbacks, disabled users are also
disturbed by the need to repair and maintain their
computer. In order to provide users with inexpensive
computer maintenance service, a ‘Home-Based
Computer Maintenance Service’ is introduced. This
service aims to serve those who have difficulties in
dispatching their computer to our office. By sending
computer technicians to the client’s home, the computer
can be fixed on the spot and such service is well-received
by our clients.

Furthermore, our ‘Computer Donation Program’ has run
smoothly for four years. This service aims to offer second-
hand computers to needy disabled persons. The donated
computers are examined and repaired (if necessary) by our
volunteers before they are distributed to the client. Over
100 computers have been donated to the needy so far.

To sum up our work in the past year, more than 2,000
people have benefitted from the services provided by CASD.
In the days ahead, we will continue to design new computer
supporting equipment for disabled persons.

If you are interested in joining us as a volunteer under
the CASD or in subscribing of our computer aided quipment,
please feel free to contact us at 2776 8569. =
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