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New Product Express

n this issue, a new product named the "Scanning
Board" which is designed by our volunteers will
be introduced. The idea for designing such a device
originates from a special school for severe grade
mentally handicapped students. The board, sized 12"
x 6", is fabricated by white plastic sheet. It can be
tilted from twenty to seventy degrees so as to suit the
needs of different users.

Two photos or pictures sized 5" x 5" will be stuck
on top of some transparent plastic sheet or similar
materials. These sheets will then be placed on the
surface of the board. Luminous device is installed
under the pictures. When this function is activated, it
will sparkle from left to right alternatively to produce
a scanning effect. The speed of the scanning can be
altered. During the scanning process, the instructor
can ask the trainee to select an assigned photo. The
trainee is required to activate the input device to select
the appropriate picture before the flashing light
extinguishes. If the correct picture is chosen, it will
be indicated by some sound. Due to the varying
disabilities of the trainees, different input devices
such as touch switch, palmar grip switch and pad
switch are also designed to suit their needs. To
further enhance the flexibility in using the board, the
plug of the board is designed to fit in different input
devices.

For the sound output, different types of effect can
be chosen. One commonly used effect is buzzer.
When the correct picture is chosen, a "buzz" sound
will be produced. There are also other more
complicated alternatives such as micro recording
system which can be used as sound output. The
description of the picture can be recorded first. When
the correct picture is selected by the trainee, the
recording device will repeat the pre-recorded
description. This arrangement can further strengthen
the trainee's understanding of the picture and is more
interesting. There are some commercially available
devices which can serve this function. However, the
cost is higher and the quality of the sound effect also
varies. Trial and testing are needed to identify an

acceptable model. Fortunately, our volunteers have
located a low cost and appropriate micro-recording
component for use. Moreover, other alternate sound
output which includes music or verbal
encouragement can also be used as positive
reinforcement while the disturbing "buzz" sound can
be used as negative reinforcement. This can enhance
the trainee's motivation to learn.

Regarding the input method, one alternative is that
the trainee can touch the picture or photo directly
when the flashing light for that picture is on. A
"buzz" sound or some pre-recorded messages will be
produced if the correct choice is made. This touch
design can enhance the motivation of the trainees.

The above device is available for order. For
additional information, please feel free to contact our
staff at 2776 8569.

B Sparkling from left to right alternatively to produce
a scanning effect.

Acknowledgment

During this period, the Main Library of

the University of Hong Kong had
donated some sets of computer to us. After
minor repair, the computers were sent to
disabled persons who need them for
practice at home. Your generosity is highly
appreciated.
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New
VYolunteers

Volunteer Slation°

I n the past months, two new volunteers joined our

volunteer team. They were Ms. Leung Lai Jean
and Ms. Har Lai Hing. They have joined our 'Care for
the Elderly Living Alone Service' and visited the
elderly in Shek Kip Mei district.

Here, we welcome them and hope that they would
introduce our service to their friends, thus enabling
more people to know and join us.

O ur E-Mail system is an 'Intranet’ network which

is similar to Internet and operate under
windows environment. It provides various kind of
information and electronic mailing service to
disabled persons. Presently, there are over 200
members including rehabilitation agencies and
individual disabled persons as well as able*bodies.
The participants can join on agency or individual
basis. If you or your agency are interested to join our
system, please contact Mr. William Wong at 2788
4472.

Community
Occupational
Therapy

O ur Community Occupational Therapy (COT)
Service aims to assist disabled persons and
elderly to improve their physical, mental and
psychological functioning. The service can enhance
their independent living abilities in daily living,
home/work environment and social life so that they
can continue living in the community. The service
provided include the following aspects:

. assessment & training on activities of daily living;
. assessment & training on community living skills;
. home/workplace adaptation;

. design & recommendation of rehabilition aids;

. rehabilitation aids on loan service;

. referral for community resources;

. provision of health education.

N B W -

~N O

Referrals for service are welcome. For more
information, please contact our occupational therapist
at 2776 8569.

he Volunteer Station is mainly set up for our
volunteers and to report events which are related
to them. The Station welcome our volunteers to share
their volunteer experience. You can send in your script
to us in English or Chinese. Expected length is around
800 words. You can choose to use pseudonym. Please
send in your contribution with real name, day-time
contact telephone number and correspondence address
to 'The Editor, EMV Bulletin'. As a token of
appreciation, a souvenir will be presented to the
contributor.

ZF| 4% EMYV Bulletin for You

A Z DR R AR PYHPUESES 207-212 %

TAER SRR LAt @ -

Please fill in the form and mail to EMV, 207-212, Podium Floor, Block 44, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Kowloon.

O] RAFBLEMAE @R R LT

O AABEESEBYS SR TAF
(Z5HEER "EMV | )

it 4 Name :

% % Occupation :

Hh HE Address :

[] I want to join your Association as a volunteer.

[] 1 wish to donate $ for supporting your Association
(the bearer of the cheque is 'EMV")

Al Sex :

B Z% Telno.:

A€y By BURTRE AT AR B » BT R T RS e BEaR -

EMV is a registered charitable organization. All donation to us is tax deductible.
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Annual General
Business Meeting &
Annual Dinner

EMV News

he 14th Annual General Meeting was held on 6th

November 1998 (Friday) at 6:30 pm at the Duke

of Windsor Social Service Building. The Annual

Dinner was held immediately after the AGM at the

Hong Kong Medical Association. There was lucky

draw during the dinner and all participants had a
wonderful evening.

M The progress of the Association was reported during the
AGM.

RN » IR ATAES UL,/
T A -

Due to the limited space, some columns can only
be published in Chinese / English. We apologize
for any inconvenience caused.

'EMV

Outstanding
Volunteer Award

he adjudication of 'Outstanding Volunteer

Award' was completed by the end of September
and the presentation ceremony was held during our
Annual General Business Meeting. Seven volunteers
got the award this year. Among them, three received
the 'Outstanding Volunteer Award' and the remaining
received the 'Long Service Volunteer Award'. They
are:

Outstanding Uolunteer Award
Miss CHEUNG Mei Tak

(Medical Service)
Miss YUEN Yau Yan
(Medical Service)

Mr. CHAN Fuk Keung
(CASD)

Long Service Volunteer Award

Mr. CHEUNG Chung Kin
(CASD)
Mr. HUNG Chun Tak
(CASD)
Mr. LEUNG Choy
(TASD)
Mr. KAM Hock Nin
(CASD)

We congratulate them for getting the award and
express our sincere gratitude for their devotion to
voluntary service. We hope that they will continue
their good work and use their expertise to serve the
needy in the community.

Bulletin'

Change of Personal Information

If you have to update your personal information, please fill in the below form and mail or fax to us. Thank you!

Bulletin No. :

(please refer to the mailing label, if any)

Name :

New address :

New phone no. :

Py
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Care for the Elderly Living Alone

o}

EMYV Focus

ith the rapid growth in the elderly population in

Hong Kong, there is increasing concern over the
health conditions of those living alone elderly. To
address this issue, our Association has started to launch a
"Care for the Elderly Living Alone Project" since 1990.
The aim of this service is to provide preventive health
care for those living alone elderly. Through visits paid
by nurse volunteers and social worker, medical advice
and consultation are rendered to them. Such that early
detection of any health problems can be made and
appropriate treatment can be referred before their
condition further deteriorated. At the same time, advice
on home adaptation/modification is also provided to
improve the safety of their home environment.

During the initial stage of service, the elderly served
were mainly referred by home help teams. The target
elderly were those who are physicall
bounded and with little or no socia
commencement of operation of the
for the Elderly Project", our service als
elderly who are referred by this project.
delivery mode is also amended to meet (B
needs. The nurse volunleers are paired up ¢

this arrangement, the volunteers
in a more flexible way.

personal hygiene and healthy hvmg habxts will also be'
provided. Relevant community resources will be

Association for Engineering and Medical Volunteer Services
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introduced to the eldcrly to ensure that they can obtain
the appropsi 2ver needed. Volunteers

are encoul M » hrough phone calls
W dition, concern

rly's home

) assist and

advise on home on such as
\i\dallatlQl{?f handray new service
mode is in line with 't the "Social

which aims to
the living alone
ive in their familiar

Networking for the Elderl
provide informal care a
elderly,so that they can continue 1«

mty independe ¥

\w%m'

‘The content of the training
_skills, home sﬁety kn

tof service, a series of
irticipating volunteers.
icludes communication
dge and community
acilitate the volunteers to
> to the elderly. Regular
ged for these volunteers.
enue for the volunteers to
ies encountered during the
eedback can help to improve
The volunteers can refer the
d occupational therapist of
eeds arise.

peration for some time and

teams and the elderly.
sources, the project can only
a small scale. Funding is sought to
project so that it can be expanded to provide
¢ based health care service for more elderly.
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