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New Product Express

N owadays, our life has been heavily dependent
on the supply of electricity. All houses are
equipped with electric lighting. Operating home
electric appliances has become everyone’s usual
activity. However, for disabled persons and elderly,
doing things as simple as switching on/off the light or
answering the phone still needs help from others.
This not only brings them inconvenience but also
hinders them from living independently in the
community.

To tackle the problem, a system named ‘Voice
Scanning’ has come to the fore. The core of ‘Voice
Scanning’ is a customer programmable multipurpose
microprocessor based controller interfacing with a
voice processing unit, a pair of wireless triggering
devices (a pocket transmitter and a receiver) and a X-
10 powerline transmitter. In pair with some X-10
powerline receivers or products that marked X-10
compatible, remote-control of home electric
appliances will be at finger tips.

In operation, the machine will speak out a
sequence of choices loudly which are some pre-
recorded commands such as ‘switch off the light’,
‘open the door’ etc.. At the moment when the
machine is addressing a particular choice that is
preferable, the user can interrupt the machine by
pressing the pocket wireless transmitter. After the
system has recognized the command, it jumps itself to
some pre-programmed instruction sequence which
interprets the command to electrical signal in X-10
format. Finally, this X-10 signal will be placed into
the powerline. X-10 signal is a kind of self-contained
digital packet which travel around through the
powerline that is already installed inside the wall and
it will search for the target appliance. You can
imagine it as a self-addressed letter and the current is
the postman. After the target appliance has got the
letter, it retrieves the command and does what the
user wants to do.

What the user got to do is as easy as pressing a
botton on TV remote control. With ‘Voice
Scanning’, one can operate all the electric appliances
and even some other things without moving himself/
herself out of the bed or sofa. Someone may criticize
that most of electric appliances on the market are

Voice Scanning

equipped with remote control. For electric lighting
and other things, we can use some wireless remote
controlled power-bar that are already available on the
market. If so, the development of ‘Voice Scanning’
can be said to be useless. The fact is that, for most
elderly and disabled users, due to their disabilities, to
prefer hold a single remote control and wait for the
machine to voice out their choice rather than to
operate various remote controls at the same time.
‘Voice Scanning’ is tailor-made for them.

B The 'Voice Scanning' system includes a voice processing
unit, a X-10 powerline transmitter and wireless
triggering device.

*Acknowledgment*

During this period, some agencies and
individual had donated computers and
computer accessories to us. After minor
repair, the computers were sent to disabled
persons who need them for practice at home.
Your generosity is highly appreciated.
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Volunteer Statior?

O ur volunteers had joined the 'Hunger Banquet'
orgainised by Oxfam Hong Kong on 20th
October 1997 (Monday) at BP International House.
During the function, all participants were randomly
chosen into three classes ie. poor, middle and rich
class. The dinner was served according to your
particular class. Other activities including folk
fashion show and drama. The volunteers enjoyed a
meaningful evening as they could experience the life
of the poorest in the world.

Desktop Publishing Course

A new Desktop Publishing Training Course
co-organized with the Employee Retraining
Board will be held soon. The Course will last for 18
sessions. The course content includes basic
knowledge for the operation of the Macintosh
computer, editing and desktop publishing techniques.
Applicants must be disabled persons of secondary
education level. They should be familiar with
Chinese data processing and flexible in hand
functions as well as able to adapt to sitting for long
period. The Course is free and transportation will be
provided when necessary. Interested parties please
contact Mr. Wong at 2788 4248.

Hunger Banquet

ek e _— & ‘@

B Volunteers experience the life of the poorest in the
'Hunger Banquet'.

Recruitment

Desktop Publishing
Worker

ur Desktop Publishing Workshop which is

located in Tung Tau Estate started its operation
in 1996. To cope with the expansion of our desktop
publishing and printing business, we plan to recruit
more workers. For those disabled persons who are
interested in computer- related work and have basic
knowledge in Chinese computing and desktop
publishing work, please call Ms Wendy Cheung at
2716 0228 to arrange for an interview.

ZF #1147 EMYV Bulletin for You
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¥4 Name :
B2 Occupation :
Kbk Address :

I want to join your Association as a volunteer.

I wish to donate $ for supporting your Association

PRI Sex :
Hah Tel no. :
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All donation to us is tax deductible.
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EMV News

he 13th Annual General Meeting was held on
31st October 1997 (Friday) at 6:30 pm in the
Duke of Windsor Social Service Building. The
Annual Dinner was held immediately after the AGM
at the Hong Kong Medical Association. There was
lucky draw during the dinner and all participants
enjoyed a wonderful evening.

* * * * *

"Transfer Technique'
Seminar

O ur occupational therapist had arranged a seminar

on '"Transfer Technique' for the home-helpers of
HKCS Shek Kip Mei Home Help Team. The contents
included demonstration on transfer techniques and
simple stretching exercises. It aimed to enrich their
knowledge on transfer skills and personal back care.
Over ten home-helpers participated in the seminar and
they were enthusiastic in joining the discussion. They
hoped that our Association could arrange related
seminars to them in future. Any social service agency
want to arrange related seminar can contact our
occupational therapist, Mr Tse at 2776 8569.

M Our occupational therapist conducting a training on the
Transfer Techniques to the home-helpers.

Annual General Business
Meeting & Annual Dinner

B Our Executive Director, Chairman and Financial Secretary
had reported the annual progress of the Association.

SERVICE
WANTED

MV's Technical Aids Services for the Disabled
(TASD) and Computer Aids Services for the
Disabled (CASD) volunteer groups can assist
rehabilitation agencies and individual disabled
persons to design and fabricate technical and
computer aids so as to enhance their independence in
all aspects of their living. If you or your clients had
this service need, please feel free to contact our
Occupational Therapist. We will convey your ideas to
our volunteers to explore the feasibility in designing
appropriate rehabilitation aids.

Il [
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il Due to the limited space, some ||
i columns can only be published in Chinese. 1]
We apologize for any inconvenience Il

1l caused. I
|
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a Technical Aids Service for the Disabled

EMV Focus

D ue to their physical limitations, disabled persons, very
often, encountered much difficulties in their work,
study and daily living. In 1984, with the funding support
from Keswick Foundation, the “Technical Aids Services for
the Disabled” was established. This service aims to design,
fabricate, install and repair technical aids for disabled
persons which can enhance their independence in various
aspects of their daily living. The service is operated by a
group of professional volunteers such as occupational
therapists, electronic/mechanical engineers, prosthotists
and orthotists. They use their spare time to help disabled
persons to design and fabricate technical aids which are
useful to them.

Scope of Service

1) Design and Fabrication of Technical Aids

Our Association’s occupational therapist assesses the needs
of individual disabled persons. Based on the assessment
result, our volunteers can design and fabricate appropriate
aids to meet their needs. Over the past years, more than 130
aids are designed and produced. The products included:

i) Activity of Daily Living Aids such as eating utensil,
feeding device, foldable commode chair, dressing aid etc..

i1) Communication Aids such as computer assistive device,
communication board, environment control unit and
adapted switches etc..

iii) Rehabilitation Aids such as speech training aid, joint
mobility aid, muscle strengthening training aid, fine motor
training aid and perceptual training aid etc..

iv) Postural and Seating Aids such as shower & commode
chair, time out chair, CP chair, stainless steel special chair
etc..

2) Repair & Maintenance Service for Technical Aids
Repair & Maintenance Service is provided for manual
wheelchair, electric wheelchair, electronic speech aid and
various rehabilitation devices. A regular check up and
maintenance service is provided for electric wheelchair
users. With the availability of this preventive service,
smooth and safe operation of the wheelchair can be ensured.
The inconvenience accompanying by the breakdown of the
wheelchair can also be minimized.

3) Clinical Assessment and Consultation Service
Our Association’s occupational therapist can provide
clinical assessment and consultation service for individual
disabled persons and elderly. Through the provision of this
service, our occupational therapist can make
recommendations on the use of appropriate aids and home
adaptation which can enhance the independence of disabled
persons.

4) Public Education

Regular training programs are organised for social service
agencies. These training programs included health talks,
training on transfer techniques, home safety and back care
etc..

5) Developmental Projects

Volunteers of our Technical Service Team holds regular
meetings to discuss the needs of disabled persons. They
also engaged in the modification of existing devices and the
development of new products. Suggestions and ideas on the
development of new products are most welcomed.

During the past year, over 14,000 disabled persons/
elderly benefitted from this service.. New aids are also
designed to meet the varying needs of the users.

A catalogue with information on the service and the products will be published soon. Interested parties can ask
for copies for reference. For enquiries concerning the service or volunteering to help in our Technical Service Team,
please contact our occupational therapist, Mr. Tse at 2776 8569. #ov
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