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r I Yhe Volunteer Station is
mainly set up for our

volunteers and to report events

Volunteer Statio;?
which are related to them. The

Station welcome our volunteers to share their volunteer

experience. You can send in your script to us in English

"The ‘Green’ Fun Day"

A ‘Green Fun Day’ for our volunteers was held on
Ist June 1997 (Sunday) at Green Production
Club. The volunteers were very enthusiastic to join
this activity and there were totally 30 volunteers from
medical and engineer field participating the event.
Most of them had invite their friends and relatives to
join the function. There was a tight programs on that
day, it included the making of home-made bread, re-
cycled paper, farming and visiting the green products.
The volunteers were enthusiastic in joining the
activities. Volunteers expressed that they hoped similar
activities could be organized regularly so that they had
the opportunity to know other volunteers in various

professions.

The staff of 'Personal Emergercy Link' introduced their
service to our volunteers

or Chinese. Expected length is around 800 words. You
can choose to use pseudonym. Please send in your
contribution with real name, day-time contact telephone
number and correspondence address to ‘The Editor,
EMV Bulletin’. As a token of appreciation, a souvenir

will be presented to the contributor.

Visit to ‘Personal Emergency Link’
& ‘Community Rehabilitation
Network’ (CRN)

‘ N ’ e had arranged a visit to ‘Personal Emergency
Link’ & ‘Community Rehabilitation Network’

on 2nd August 1997 (Saturday). As typhoon signal 3
was hoisted on that day, only 3 volunteers joined the
visit. The staffin ‘Personal Emergency Link’ introduced
their service to us in detail and the volunteers showed
appreciation to their work. When we left the Emergency
Link Centre, typhoon signal 8 was hoisted and we had
to cancelled the visit to CRN. We hoped that we had
the opportunity to visit CRN soon.

New Volunteers

In the past months, six new volunteers joined our
volunteer team and became our new force in serving
the community with their expertise. They included:

Mr. Ho Ka Chun Student (Manufacturing
Engineering)

Electronic Engineer

Electronic Technician

Electronic Engineer

Mr. Mak Wing Tak
Mr. Wong Tat Chee
Mr. Hui Chun Wai

Mr. Wong Wing Leung  Field Application Engineer

Mr. Tsang Yu Fai Electronics Engineering Trainee

Here, we do not only welcome them, we also hope
that they would introduce our service to their friends
around, thus enabling more people to know or to join
us.

2] Social Servicing is Our Object, Professional Volunteering is Our Way



Computer
Wanted

O ur Desktop Publishing Centre aims to provide
training and job opportunities for disabled persons
in data input and desktop publishing. The Centre is
now expanding its business and there is the need to
recruit more workers. We now request the donation of
some 386 IBM compatible PC with hard disk for
Chinese data entry and simple editing work. The donated
computer will be given to those disabled persons who
need the computer for practice and carry out typing job
at home.

EMV News

Members and volunteers please help to pass this
message to your colleagues and friends. There is no
dead line for this appeal. For enquiries and donation,
please call us at 27768569.

*Acknowledgment*

During this period, some agencies and
individuals had donated computers and
computer accessories to us. After minor repair,
the computers were sent to disabled persons
who need them for practice at home. Your
generosity is highly appreciated.

Recruit
Desktop Publishing
Worker

ur newly established Desktop Publishing

Workshop which is located in Tung Tau Estate
started its business in mid-May. To cope with the
expansion of our desktop publishing and printing
business, we plan to recruit more workers. For those
disabled persons who are interested in computerrelated
work and have basic knowledge in Chinese computing
and desktop publishing work, please call us at
2716 0228 to arrange for an interview.

New
Colleagues

Mr. Tse Wai Ho Horace and Mr. Chiu Sin Lun
joined the Association as Occupational
Therapist and Assistant Placement Officer (Supported
Employment Service). They had resumed duty in
August and September this year respectively.

r————-——-——-———1
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columns may only be published in
Chinese. We apologize for any
inconvenience caused.
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¥ 4 Name :
% % Occupation :
M HE  Address -

I ' want to join your Association as a volunteer.

I'wish to donate $ for supporting your Association

M A Sex:
B &6 Telno.:

BIECEEEGIE: S anlie: 3

All donation to us is tax deductible.
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New Product Express

he counting device is one of the new products of the

Technical Aids Services for the Disabled of our
Association. This product provides an alarm signal with
an adjustable timer, which assists mentally handicapped
trainees to adjust their speed of work, in order to arrive at
the established standards under the training goals.

Before they join a sheltered workshop, mentally
handicapped trainees will receive training in simple job
skills in day activity centres or special schools. Usually
they have a better grasp of the techniques needed for the
job, but their mastery of work speed is weaker. Either the
pace is uneven or they stop and start over and over again
and require repeated reminders from the trainer in order
to meet the requirements of the training. As the trainer is
occupied with many tasks, he may not be able to supervise
and follow up all the time. This will slow down the
progress of the training.

To address this problem, the Technical Aids Services
for the Disabled of our Association has designed a counting
device. The biggest feature of this device is that it is
adjustable to every 5 seconds or up to 99 minutes, then it
will send out the alert alarm (e.g. Ding Dong) to remind
the trainee to go on to the next practice item. This alert
alarm can share the trainer’s supervisory duties and allow
him to concentrate on teaching the trainees and assisting
them to master the required techniques faster.

[
e

The counting device can assist the mentally handicapped
persons to improve their work speed

COUNTING DEVICE

The counting device includes a low power micro-
controller, a LCD display, a buzzer, a setup button, a task
completion alarm, an alert alarm, a count down completion
alarm and a rechargeable battery. Once the battery is
charged, it can be used for one to several days. With the
setup button, the trainer can set up the time intervals and
the total quantity of work. Once the setup has been
completed, the counting device will start the count down
for time and for quantity; and the LCD display will show
the remaining time, the remaining quantity of work and
the total practice time. Through the external task
completion detection device (not included in the counting
device), the counting device can automatically detect the
allotted time already set up, and the interval buzzer will go
off in order to remind the trainee. The alert alarm will also
send out a signal to allow the external recording device to
calculate the number of overruns in time and connect to
other alert alarms.

With this counting device, the trainer can better
understand and record the trainees” work speed, strengthen
the training, and improve the trainees” work speed.

SERVICE
WANTED

MV’s Technical Aids Services for the

Disabled (TASD) and Computer Aids
Services for the Disabled (CASD) volunteer
groups can assist rehabilitation agencies and
individual disabled person to design and
fabricate technical and computer aids so as to
enhance their independence in all aspects of
their living. If you or your clients have this
service need, please feel free to contact our
Occupational Therapist. We will convey your
ideas to our volunteers to explore the feasibility
in designing appropriate rehabilitation aids.

P Social Servicing is Our Object, Professional Volunteering is Our Way
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E-MATHEDRECTRONICCOMMUNICATION

HORAHEDISABIED)

EMYV Focus

D ue to bodily limitations, people with disabilities often
come up against tremendous barriers in their
communication with others. With the development in
computer technology, more and more of the disabled
population are connected to the outside world through
computer networks. Since 1989, our Association has begun
a service known as “Electronic Communication for the
Disabled”. Its goals are as follows:

1. To encourage disabled persons to eliminate the barriers
created by their disabilities, so that they can connect
with others independently and develop friendships;

2. To help disabled persons to maintain a close connection
to the outside world through access to a variety of
information;

3. To encourage disabled persons to learn and use
computers.

In April 1997, our Association received funding from
the Oxfam Trailwalker Charitable Trust to upgrade the
UNIX System which has been in use for seven years. The
main feature of the new system, modeled after the Windows
environment of the Internet, creates a more lively and more
interesting screen, which is also easier to use and more
reliable. Besides, when sending information and messages,
the speed is faster. This will facilitate the users in surveying
information on the network and transmitting messages.

Along with upgrading the system, we are also enriching
the contents of the system. The contents of the new system
include the following:

1. Electronic mail : Every participant will be supplied with
a E-mail mail box. Through the E-mail service, different
kinds of disabled persons, as well as able-bodied users,
will be able to meet and communicate.

2. Information Web Page: To provide different kinds of
information to users. Currently, the categories of
materials include: daily newspaper, computer
information, rehabilitation information, transportation
guide, general medical knowledge, social resources,
recreational activities, leisure news and useful telephone
numbers. The contents will be adapted according to the
users’ interest and needs.

Once the new system is in operation, the original two
datel lines will be increased to four, in order to allow the users
easier connection to this system. The new system can also
accommodate four users to enter at the same time, thus
allowing more users to use the system simultaneously. The
new system can accommodate a maximum of 500 users,
which more than doubles the 200 users as before. Through
wide publicity, we hope to encourage more disabled persons
and able-bodied people to participate in this network system.

Currently, the Electronic Communication for the
Disabled has over 100 members. They include people with
physical disabilities and hearing impaired persons. Among
these, agency users make up the majority. They mainly come
from special schools, sheltered workshops or hostels. Besides,
a small number of participants are able-bodied. Through this
network, we hope to provide an opportunity for disabled
persons and abled-bodied people to communicate. Currently,
most users of Electronic Communication for the Disabled do
not know computers well. They must rely on their instructors’
guidance, but we believe that the use of Windows environment
in the new system will increase the users’ interest and make
it easier for them to learn its operation.

If any rehabilitation organisation or social service agency
is interested in participating in our new network system, or
wants to use our network system to broadcast its activities,
please contact Mr. Wong , the network manager at 27884248.

#
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