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Association for Engineering and Medical Volunteer Services

Alms:
1. To serve the public through professional practises;

2. To arouse the concern of professionals and the public of
the needs of professionals service;

3. To involve professionals in volunteer services,
Scope of Actavities:

Technical Aids Services to the Disabled (TASD)
Computer Aids Services for the Disabled (CASD)
Medical Service

Engineering Service

Occupational/ Physiotherapy Services

Care for the Elderly Livinug Alone

Independent Living Fund

Others
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For more details, you are welcome to contact us at 7768569.
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The Story of a Quadriplegic Man

Being quadriplegic is really a miserable thing to
everybody. Yet, one still has to live. It is respectful that a
quadriplegic person who has buffeted the illness for half of his
life 1is still bravely facing the reality and doing his best to
make an abundant life.

Born with a silver spoon in his mouth in 1941 at Shanghai,
Tsui Leung was indulged by his parents during his childhood. 1In
1962, he came to Hong Kong and worked in a construction company.
He got married three years later. After marriage, he worked more
assiduously and started his own business. Unfortunately, he
failed. Yet odds never came singly, he suffered from a serious
sickness afterwards and is beset by illnesses since then.

Because of hydrocephalus, he was hospitalized in 1968 and
undergone a surgical operation. He was recovered after one-year
physiotherapy treatment. In 1970, he underwent an operation for
removal of bladder stone. According to Tsui Leung, the following
seven years gave a heyday of life to him. He had no serious
illness and could cope with his work. Nonetheless, it was a pity
that he was hospitalized again in 1976 because of hydrocephalus
and underwent an operation. Since then, he was wheelchair-
bounded.

Surgery did not cure him. Conversely, muscular degeneration
of his hands appeared. Misfortune continued. The worst was that
his hands' muscles further degenerated to a great extent that he
could not even hold a pen. He had to quit the job and had to be
looked after by his wife.

Having suffered from illnesses for half of his life, Tsui
Leung believes in fate. He deems that he is destined to have all
the misfortunes. Nevertheless, he never feels despair. On the
contrary, hopes and ideals teem in his mind, and he is facing his
road of life positively and optimistically.
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At present, he is compiling his reminiscences and is
looking for publishers.

Concerning his future, he says that he is able to operate a
Chinese computer word processor and thus he plans to use this
skill to earn a living after the compilation of his reminiscences
in order to prove that he still has working ability.

He wanted an electrical wheel-chair for a long time so that
he could move freely. With a lot of difficulties, he finally got
one by chance two years ago. Aside from providing him convenience
in mobility, the electrical wheel-chair does make him regain a
very precious thing- "Freedom". It is because he had to rely on
others before if he wished to move around. It seems as if he
could walk now. Besides operating the Chinese computer word

processor, he is able to operate the telephone through a control
system.

Tsui Leung regards "freedom" as the most precious thing in
life. Inasmuch as he is quadriplegic, he thoroughly understands
the bitterness of being confined. Death, to him, is not awful
because he has experienced that being alive is worse than death.
However, he 1is not dismayed and does not want to die. He says
that he knows a man who is a bilateral lower limb amputee still
lives bravely and optimistically. He is much impressed and
edified. Therefore, he has to face the reality bravely and to
make his best endeavour to do what he wishes so as to live well.

Talking about “death", he straightforwardly says that he
will not commit suicide. Nevertheless, if his illness is
aggravated to a serious extent, he hopes that people will not use
any apparatus to save his life, but let him 1leave this world
peacefully.

Bravely facing the difficulties is not easy and not every
ordinary man can do so. Yet Tsui Leung never gives up or
surrenders himself. On the contrary, he is living with hopes and
ideals. Although he does not have many dreams for the future, he
knows and understands himself better than others do. Furthermore,
he also has a profound understanding of the meaning of life.

- End -



Independent Living Fund

Objective: To provide financial support in the form of loans for
the disabled persons to purchase rehabilitation aids so as to
facilitate them to lead an independent living.

Eligibility: All disabled persons, with preference to those with
a monthly income of below HKS$10,000 or savings below HK$30,000.

Applicability: All kinds of rehabilitation aids locally produced
or commercially availability, with preference to those aids with
a cost exceeding HKS$1,000.

Loan: Maximum loan per application is HKS10,000
Application forms could be obtained from our association.

For any queries, please contact us at 7768569.

Collection Depot Service

'Ip_ order to provide assistance to the disabled who encounters
dlfﬁiculties in delivering an aid to our Association, a pliot
project, namely " Collection Depot Service " is set up. The Hong
Kong Federation of Youth Groups is kind enough to arrange a few
centres to be our collection depots at Ping Shek, Mei Lam, Kwai
Fong and Shan King . A fixed fee for transportation will be
charged. For enquiry, please contact us at 7768569.
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Parents' Association of The Mentally Handicapped Ltd.

Since the drafting of the Sino-British Joint Declaration early
this decade, people of the territory have never stopped making
plans for their future. However who will concern about the future
that holds the 120 thousand individuals with mental handicap. It
is understandable that the most devoted advocates and carers of
the mentally handicapped are the relatives or parents of these
individuals.

The Parents' Association of The Mentally Handicapped (PAMH) was
incorporated on 11 January 1977. Mrs. Lau, who 1is the chair-
person of the Association, said that the Association stemmed from
the mutual concern of the parents towards the future care and
welfare of their mentally retarded children. The idea of setting
up a supportive group was brought out when a few of them got
acquaintance through escorting their children to special
schools. Up til now , the Association has grown to a larger size.
For the past few years, the Association was operated without paid
staff but managed by member parents and the Association's office
at Ma Tau Wai was offered by one member freely.

The membership fee, i.e. $500 per member per annum, is the main
source of income of the Association. They also conduct fund-
raising campaign yearly. Hence, the organization is basically
self-subsistent.

The initial service offered by the Association was a sheltered
workshop cum home at Ma Tau Wai Road which could accommodate 6 to
8 children of the members at a daily or monthly fee. However,
since the operation of the Sun Chui Centre in 1987, most of the
residents have moved to the new and more spacious hostel leaving
only one client in the Ma Tau Wai Centre.
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WELFARE  ORGANIZATION

‘ MOVING BILL-BOARD "

One of the accomplishment of the Association is the set up of the
Sun Chui Centre in Sun Chui Estate, Shatin. Hostel and sheltered
workshop are provided to serve those over 16 but not yet ready
for open employment. The Sun Chui Centre is operated by the
Parents' Association of the Mentally Handicapped Ltd. through the
donation from the Lotteries Fund and Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club
initially. It is now fully subvented by the Social Welfare
Department.

As mentioned above, those served the mild or moderate grade

mental retardates who are over 16 years old capable of 80% self

care, mobile and non-violent. Mr. Ho, the Centre-in-charge,

indicated that the present 88 residents age ranged from 18 to 53.

Out of the total capacity of 88, there are 50 males and 38

females. The sheltered workshop can accommodate 120 clients. The

hostel 1is open 24 hours a day. Boarders must take home leave on
weekends but it does not apply to the 9 orphans and those with

occasional family difficulties. Apart from residential care,

daily living care and training work and social skills training as

well as counselling service are provided. Applications are
referred to the Centre from the Social Welfare Department,
priorities are no longer given to the children of PAMH members.

PAMH 1is now ccnsiderinq the development of some small group
family-like hostels to provide better sense of "™ family " and
better individual care. However, due to difficulties in funding
and management, as well as shortage of professional expertise,
the proposed development might not be able to materialize in the
near future.



EMV ACTIVITIES

-Opening Ceremony of Wood-work Workshop

Our Fung Ying Sin Koon Wood-work Workshop was formally opened
on 10.3.1990 and we had the pleasure to have Mrs. Rosanna Tam,
J.P., Members of the Executive & Legislative Council to be our
guest-of-honour. Over 50 guests attended the ceremony and tour
around the workshop to have a look at our technical and computer
aids. 7 Outstanding Service Awards were also presented to our
volunteers who were dedicated to serve the disabled through
voluntary work.

7th Annual General Business Meeting & Annual Dinner

The 7th AGBM was held in April 30,1990 and the new Executive
Committee for 1990- 1992 was elected. The result of the election
was as follows:

Chairman Mr. CHAN Yuk-keung, Simon

Vice-Chairman Mr. CHOY Tak-cheung, Thomas
Financial Secretary Mr. LAW Chit-wai, Jeffrey
Committee Members Mr. CHAN Fan

Dr. CHAN Hok-sum
Mr. LAW Chi-cheung, Eden
Mr. E. Herbert LI
Mr. LI Wing-ming
Mr. TSANG Lok-man, Albert
The Annual Dinner was held after the meeting. Members and
volunteers have enjoyed a good chat.



Flay Day 9.6.1990

With the support of flag sellers and other volunteers, the
Flag Day 1990 had completed successfully. We would like to thank
all those who had provided assistance to this event. Looking
forward to your support in the coming Flag Day.

Clinical Assessment and Consultation Service

This service aims to provide advice and consultation to the
disabled by professional volunteers, e.g. doctors, therapists,
and to make recommendation on the appropriate aids to be used.

For enquiry, please contact Mr. Harvey Shum at f168569.

ACTIVITIES IN PROGRESS

Image Promotion Program

Our Association is going to organize an " Image Promotion
Program" aiming at promoting our Association and raising fund. A
working group consists of volunteers and staff is now planning
for the event.



Excellent and useful feeding aids

This feeding aid can be adjusted to different angles, length and
weight. It can be used for assessing clients having limited upper
limb joint range of movement and strength, and having tremor at
hand. The terminal device can either be a spoon or a fork which
can be replaced in accordance to the need of the client. Besides,
a useful manual would be complied to provide useful information
on the management of this aid. If you are interested in this aid,
please feel free to contact Mr. Shum at 7768569.

Editorial Board

CHAN Sai-kuen
LAU Ka-yin

YIP Chi-chung
Gladys WUN
William TSE
TSANG Wing-kam
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