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Association for Engineering and Medical Volunteer Services

Aims:
1. To serve the public through professional practices;
2 To arouse the concern of professionals and the public of

the needs of professional service;

3z To involve professionals in volunteer services.

Scope of Activities:

Technical Aids Services to the Disabled (TASD)
Computer Aids Services for the Disabled CASD)
Engineering Service

Medical Service

Occupational Therapy/ Physiotherapy Services

i Others
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For more details, you are welcome to contact us at 7768569.
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Mini-Braille Input Device for the Visually Impaired
Edward Wong (Volunteer, EMV)

Reading is absolutely a simple task for those with normal vision
but it is totally a different version to a visually impaired
person. Most of the time, a visually impaired has to depend on a
third person to read the data to him/her before he/she can
translate the data to braille, and then print the braille out for
reference to other visually impaired when necessary. However,
this can be solved after the Mini-Braille Input Device (with
Speech Synthesiser) is available to the visually impaired around
March this year. Mini-Braille Input Device (MBID) can assist the
visually impaired to read and write. As MBID can directly
translate words and sentences to braille version, therefore the
visually impaired can read any information as the normal.

In 1986, the Association of the Blind contacted Mr. Edward Wong
of our Association requesting him to design a technical aid for
the visually impaired. RAfter a series of research and
development, Mr. Edward Wong successfully finished the design and
fabrication of the MBID. To cater for the need of the visually
impaired, MBID will be produced in batch and the production will
start when the production could be contracted out to appropriate
manufacturer.

MBID is a portable, cheap and energy-saving aid. The size of MBID

is 5" x 6" x 1.5" (refer to the diagram) and its characteristics

are as follows:

1. it composes of six keys and a space bar and a speech
synthesiser;

2. input and modification of information is in braille;

3. record of telephone numbers and minutes of meeting can be
stored;
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4. words or sentenses inputted can be outputtea by the speech
synthesiser;

5. general correspondence can be handled;

6. interface with computers to serve as terminal for data input
or transfer;

7. words can be outputted by Enq11sh code and transfer to
Chinese, e.g. "G , 0" means " % ;

8. scientific calculator can be installed if necessary;

9. interface with printers for output in print or braille.

The operation method of MBID is easy. Firstly, the MBID is to be
connected with a power supply (a 9V adaptor or rechargable
battery), user then can press the keys and space bar to input the
necessary data. Through the output of the speech synthesiser,
user can listen to the data already entered and check whether the
data inputted is correct. If any data is to be modified, the user
can make use of the modification system installed in the MBID to
proceed with the modification.

Concerning the future development, Mr. Edward Wong expected that
the MBID can be outputted in Chinese instead of English (present
version), so that more users can benefit from this aid.

Acknowledgement

Thanks to Mr. Edward Wong for sharing with us the
information.
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Introduction to EMV
Related Organization

Hong Kong Federation of Handicapped Youth

At present, there are over eighty voluntary agencies providing
different kinds of services to the disabled. Among the agencies,
self-help groups are one of the essential.

Why are there self-help groups? There is a basic concept that the
people shared the same experience would understand the feeling
and needs of each other. Through the experience sharing, it will
build up a kind of will power which will make thenm help
themselves and support each other. The Hong Kong Federation of
Handicapped Youth (HKFHY) is one of the self-help groups. *

HKFHY was set up in 1970 providing services mainly for the
handicapped. It was formed by several enthusiastic and energetic
youth. At the initial stage, it began as a self-programming group
in Caritas Centre. Through the support of social workers and
effort of committee members, the group developed very fast and
now she has a centre in Lam Tin with members over two thousand.

The aim of HKFHY is helping the handicapped to adapt easily 1in
the society. Regular activities are organized to provide chances
to members in widening their view. Through the participation, the
members have opportunity to get acquainted with other members and
enrich their social life. Apart from regular social activities,
HKFHY also launched other services, for instance, hostel,
sheltered workshop and driver training centre.

Kai Yip Hostel is a self-help workshop, the aims of the
workshop are as follows:
i) to teach the handicapped one of the working skills so that
they can prepare for their future job:
ii) to build up the self-confidence of the handicapped;
iii) to lead them an independent life




Kai Yip Hostel 1is mainly producing watches and clocks. The
material comes from industrial sector and workshop is responsible
for the assembling. As the income of the workshop is increasing,
the members can enjoy a better salary with a more challenging
job. Income of the workshop will be used to cover the g¢eneral
expenses. Donation from the public will be sought to supplement
the expenditure when the income of the workshop is inadequate.

With the support from Housing Society and the donation from Mrs.
Marden and other organizations, a hostel was set up to provide
a temporary accomodation to the disabled with  housing
problem. Mutual Aid and independent is encouraged in hostel.
Through the neighbourhood relationship between the disabled and
the healthy, they can acquire a better mutual understanding.

Apart from accomodation, travelling is always a problem of the
disabled. Therefore, a driver training school was set up in 1979
to solve the problem. There were over five hundred members
getting the driving Jlicence successfully.

Over the past twenty years,Hong Kong Federation of Handicapped
Youth 1is all along working to organize the disabled to provide
different necessary services to them, so that the disabled can
really integrate with the community.

Acknowledge
Thanks to Mr. CHEUNG Kin-fai for his support and help in this

interview.
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Orientation Day

Through the orientation programme, new members and volunteers
have grasped a better understanding of our agency and services
and they also had a chance to get acquainted with other members
and volunteers. Some of them have already joined our services.
Their participation will surely be invaluable to our Association.
Orientation Day will be held regularly.

Technical & Computer Aids Design Competition

80 participants attended the seminar organized for the
competition on 11.11.1989. With the detailed illustration by the
speakers, more new ideas regarding the design and fabrication of
rehabilitation aids could be induced. We are anticipating their
entries.

Flag Day

The Flag Day 1989 had completed successfully. We would like to
take this chance to thank those who have contributed to the
success of this event. The coming Flag Day is allocated on
9.6.1990. We again need volunteers to help in various works of
our Flag Day. Please call us at 7768569. Your assistance is
anticipated.



Rehabilifation Software Library

The Library has already commenced operation in December 1989 and
membership recruitment is invited. A Software Catalogue which
introduces the details of the softwares collected in the library
is ready for subscription. Interested parties can contact us
for more information.

New Volunteers

From June 1989 to January 1990, 37 new volunteers joined EMV.
They are:

Physiotherapists
Engineers
Students
Occupational Therapists
Technicans

Nurse

Teacher

Clerical Officers
Designer

Dental Surgeon
Others
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Anybody who wants to serve the community with their expertise,
please don't hesistate to call us at 7768569.



Apology

With reference to the item " Introduction to EMV Related
Organization " of the 8th News Bulletin, the John F. Kennedy
Centre should be a special school instead of a social welfare

agency. Our apology to John F. Kennedy Centre for any
inconvenience caused.

Invitation For Articles

Articles of Arts & Craft, Comics, Criticism, TechnolguYIEtC- Ogg
both Chinese and English are welcomed. (should be within 1,
words)
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