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Association for Engineering and Medical Volunteer Services

I —————T ST TS S E E T P LB B S
==s==S =SS CSS=sSSSSSSSCSSSEEES=ESSEESSSSEsSSExRSSsSsEssssss|TTT

Aims
1. To serve the public through professional
practices;

2. To arouse the concern of professionals and the
public of the needs of professional service;
3. To involve professionals in volunteer services.

Motto  "Social Servicing is our Object
Professional Volunteering is Our Way."

Scope of Activities

1. Technical Aids Services to the Disabled (TASD)
2. Computer Aids Services for the Disabled (CASD)
3. Engineering Services

4. Medical Services

S. Occupational Therapy / Physiotherapy Services
6. Others

For more details, you are welcome to contact us at
3-7768569.
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Chinese Character to Cantonese Braille Transcription Programme

In the past, blind people have to depend on their sighted
counterparts to read to them books or whatever information so
that they can transcribe it into braille. If more copies are
needed, duplication can be made by using a thermoform machine to
print the braille on braillon sheets. One alternative is to
record the materials onto tapes. However, for both methods, it
ig time-consuming as well as manpower-consuming. Furthermore,
these methods also interfere with the independence of the blind
in reading and communicating with others. It is particularly
worse in the case of reading and writing in Chinese.

Now, we have computer technology to help in many aspects of
our daily life. Could we employ computer technology to
facilitate the independence of the blind in their reading and
writing? I# a braille edition could be made for every
publication produced, our blind fellows could then enjoy as much
reading as the sighted in their own ways. It should be a most
fantastic idea, shouldn't it? Nevertheless, this idea is still
far from reality.

The computerization of Chinese braille is not  easy.
Firstly, we have to enter the Chinese characters into the
computer. Then we have to distinguish those synonyms and words
with the same pronunciation. We can then make use of a software
to’ transcribe the Chinese characters into braille and make
braille <copies through a braille printer. The critical
requirement is a software for the transcription.

In mid 1987, the Hong Kong Association of the Blind made a
request to our Computer Alds Services for the Disabled for
designing such a software.



After several months' hardwork, our volunteer, Mr. Edward
Wong, had overcome all the technical difficulties and given the
birth of this "Chinese Character to Cantonese Braille
Transcription Software". The software has been on trial by the
Association of the Blind for some time and is found working very
satisfactorily.

Recalling the process of designing this software, Edward
said cthat he had encountered a lot of difficulties during that
period of 30 working days. For instance, there are too many
Chinese characters which are different in writing but same in
pronunciation. The job to identify them is difficult. They are
to be screened and inappropriate pronunciation should be deleted.
Besides, the software requires the backup of a huge datafile of
the Chinese characters. It is indeed a great effort to get the
job done.

In our visit to the Hong Kong Association of the Blind, Mr.
Chong Chan-yau, the President, had demonstrated to us the use of
the software to read the Chinese part of the last issue of our
News Bulletin in braille.

In fact, Mr. Chong is also a member of EMV. In the past, he
can only 'read' EMV publications through others. Later, with the
aid of computer and/or special reading equipment for blind
people, he can read directly the braille version of whatever we
put on a computer disk in English. Now, our service has brought
such communication even a step further. With this software and
appropriate hardware, whatever on a computer disk in Chinese can
also be communicated directly to our blind fellows! We share as
much the excitement of this successful link as Mr. Chong!

According to Mr. Chong, the most urgent task now is to
expand and proofread the datafile of characters so as to optimize
the effectiveness and efficiency of the transcription. He says,
wvith this software, blind people can get access to information in
Cantonese braille much much easier. He adds that the plblishers
can also make use of the software to produce a braille edition of
their publications so that blind people can enjoy much more
reading than before.
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With regards the future development of this software, Edward
looks forward to designing a software which can automatically
delete those inappropriate words but select the right
pronunciation. Such a software would be much more convenient to
the users.

If we are going to explain the technical details of this
software, it would be too complicated. Should any reader wish to
know more about the technical information, please feel free to
contact our Executive Secretary, Ms. Lam.

Thanks to Mr. Edward Wong and Mr. Chong Chan-yau for their
sharing with us the above information!
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To Support the Employment of the Disabled
We Highly Recommend
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The Word Processing and other Services by
Mr. TAM Kwok-choi :

Chinese & BEnglish Word Processing
Data Entry and Processing
Teaching Chinese Word Processing

Please contact Mr. Tam at 3-425331
at Rm.926 Lee Ming House, Shun Lee Estate, Kowloon
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INTRODUCTION TO E.M.V.
ELATED ORGANIZATION

ist

The Hong Kong Association of the Blind was founded on 14th
September, 1964. It was formerly known as the Hong Kong Blind
Friends' Club.

The formation of the Association signifies the birth of a
self-help movement of the blind in Hong Kong because the
Association is an organization organized and managed by blind
people themselves to work for the "Equality, Independence and
Opportunity” of the blind.

At the first beginning, the Association's premises was at
the rooftop of Block 33 of Wong Tai Sin Estate.

In 1968, the Association moved to Kowloon Caritas Centre.

In 1972, its educational services were moved to Maryknoll
Sisters' Office where the Association established the then
Students' Centre to provide resource support - technical aids and
volunteers - for blind students. The Centre is now known as
Education & Resources Centre.

In 1978, all services other than educational ones were moved
to the newly established Activities Centre in O0i Man Estate
granted by the government.



In 1980, the Association returned its office at the Kowloon
Caritas Centre to Hong Kong Caritas and moved also to the
Education & Resources Centre.

The Work of the Association

The Association has been relying on its members and
volunteers to carry out its work, which are mostly educational
services and social and recreational activities.

Until 1978, the government starts to subvent part of the
expenses of the Association's Activities Centre. The other end
of the budget has to be met by donations from the public.

At present, the Association provides a wide variety of
services and activities, ranging from cultural and recreational
activities, educational services, public education, public policy
involvement, employment services and targeted services for the
elderly blind, families of blind persons, children of blind
parents, and so on. These services and activities are mainly
carried out at the two units of Activities Centre and Education &
Resources Centre mentioned above.

The Way Forward

The Association has been quite active in providing services
for the elderly blind since they represent about 60% of the total
population of blind people in Hong Kong.

Another important development of the Association
worthmentioning is its Self-help Workshop. The Workshop has been
established for one and a half years. Yet, it has to strive for
financial independence. The Association has been seeking for
support from the government for a better premises. More
importantly, support is much needed from the public, especially
the commercial sectors, to provide more employment opportunities
for our blind counterparts. They have been working hard to earn
their 1living, they hope to become contributory members of the
gociety. Please give your support!



In fact, EMV has been in close contact with the Association
ever since its establishment. The first example is our
cooperation in our Pilot Project on "Technical Aids to the
Disabled". A second example is our joint effort in producing the
"Chinese Character to Cantnnesa Braille Tramscription Programme"
as introduced in this issue's 'That is the Case'.

Here, our special thanks go to Mr. Bobby Lee, Executive
Secretary of the Association, who gives us the required
information.

=  Editorial Board /////

CHAN Sai-kuen

HO Chin-choi <
KAN Wai-king /
KAW Siu-chun
Vi LAM Hou-heung
SIU Bun-shu
SZETO Mei

WONG Sau-kuen
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NEW_VOLUNTEERS

From December to now, 16 nev volunteers had joined EMV in
order to serve the community with their expertise. They include

6 Engineers 1 Nurse

1 Technician 1 Physiotherapist
4 Students 1 Clerk

2 Teachers

If you would like to join us, please call at 3-7768568.
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Special Advertisements

Seminar on
"Residual Ability Optimization thro Technical Aids"

Our Technical Aids Services to the Disabled (TASD) is going
to hold a seminar on "Residual Ability Optimization thro
Technical Aids" to introduce to the physically handicapped the
use of technical aids. The seminar will be held

on 29th May, 1988 (Sunday)
at 2:30 - 5:00 p.m.
at Kwun Tong Community Centre
(Tsui Ping Road, Kwun Tong, Kowloon)

You are cordially invited to come to the Seminar

Also, please help us to disseminate this important
news to you friends

Furthermore, we urgently want about 20 volunteers to help
reception, decoration, photography, control of audio and visual
equipment, demonstration of aids and assisting the participants
in their transportation.

Please give a free hand by calling Mr. Edward TONG, our
Occupational Therapist, at 3-7768569.
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Special Events

88.1.23 1988 Flag Day

With the support of more than 2,000 flag sellers and other
volunteers from about 100 schools and agencies, we have raised
about HKS870,000.00 from the 1988 Flag Day, including donations
from individuals and corporations.

THANKS to YOU all who give us Support!

88.2.1 Orientation Da

We have 13 new members and volunteers, service teams
leaders, ExCo and staff members and members of our Members &
Volunteers Liaison Team attending this Orientation Day. Through
photos and video appreciation, leaflets, demonstration of aids,
tour around our premises, our newcomers have grasped more
understanding about the historical development and activities of
the Association and and become acquainted with other members and
volunteers. This will no doubt be helpful for their future
participation in the Association.

88.3.27 6th Annual General Business Meeting

We have held the 6th AGBM in which we have elected the new
Executive Committee for 1988-90 :

Chairman Mr. E. Herbert LI
Vice-Chairman Mr. CHAN Yuk-keung, Simon
Financial Secretary Mr. LAW Chit-wai, Jeffrey
Committee Members Mr. CHAN Fan

: Hr. CHAN Hok-sum

Hr. CHOY Tak-cheung, Thomas
Hr. TSANG Lok-man, Albert

Also, at the pre-meeting lunch gathering, members and
volunteers have enjoyed a good chat.



A Reclining Commode Chair for the Needy

Function : special chair for toiletting and toiletting
training with reclining back and raising foot rest

Target Group : severely physically handicapped children /
adolescents

Accessories : adjustable / detachable arm rest
detachable leg abductor
swing lateral trunk support
swing leg support
caster with brake

Range of Movement of Back and Foot Rest : 0 - 90

If you find this chair useful to you or your organization,
please call us at 3-7768569.
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